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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Loose et 
al. (EP 1,260,928 A2). 

Regarding claim 1, Loose teaches a gaming machine comprising: variable display means 
for variable displaying symbols. Additionally, Loose teaches an electric display device disposed 
in front of the variable display means, and having a light transparent area, which shows symbols, 
displayed on the variable display means, from outside of the gaming machine (see Fig, 5-6 and 
the related description thereof). Furtheraiore, Loose teaches an electric display device that 
includes an electric display panel display an image and illumination means illuminating the 
electric display panel from therebehind (see video display [14b] of Fig, 2b and the related 
description thereof). However, Loose does not specifically teach an embodiment of his 
invention implementing a light emitting diode. Although, Loose does teach that a video display 
may comprise of any type of video display known in the art from a CRT, LCD, dot matrix, LED, 
or electro-luminescent (see col 3: In 33-40), Therefore it would be obvious to one of routine 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate a LED display device as 
opposed to an LCD as taught in Loose in order to create an illumination means for a variable 
display device. 
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Regarding claim 2, Loose teaches a gaming machine wherein the electric display device 
comprises a light guiding plate {see mirror [20] of Fig 2b and the related description thereof) 
that guides light entered from a side face thereof, to a back face of the electric display device, so 
as to irradiate the light {see Figs. 5-6 and the related description thereof)^ and wherein the 
illumination means comprises a plurality of the light emitting diodes, each of which is 
continuously aligned along a side face of the light guiding plate {see display [14b] and mirror 
[20] of Fig, 2b and the related description thereof). 

Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Loose et al. as 
applied to claims above, and further in view of Seitz et aL (WO 00/49332). 

Regarding claim 3, Loose teaches a game machine wherein the illumination means 
comprises a plurality of light emitting diodes as taught above. However Loose does not provide 
a formation of a matrix on an entire surface of the electric display device excluding the light 
transmitting area, the light emitting diodes opposing a back face of the electric display device. In 
a related teaching of LED devices, Seitz teaches an apparatus used in fuel dispensers that 
incorporates LED backlighting {see abstract), Seitz teaches the formation of placing LED's to 
backlight a liquid crystal display in a matrix configuration in order to eliminate the substantial 
absence of "non-lit" areas {see abstract, pg, 3: In IS-pg, 5: In 9). Seitz's configuration and 
backlighting LED device is taught as a solution to eliminate the inherent problem of LED 
backlighting commonly known as "hot-spot" lights which is an undesirable characteristic of 
using LEDs {see pg 2: In 3-25), Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the matrix configuration as taught by 
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Seitz with the backlighting display apparatus of Loose in order to eliminate the same problem 
while being able to take advantage of the bright and stimulating display provided by LED's. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Weiss (US 6,164,645)- Gaming Machine. 

Sakamoto (US 6,315,663 Bl)- Game Machine and Method With Shifting Reels in Two 
Directions. 

Motegi et al. (US 6,817,946 B2)- Virtual Image and Real Image, Image Display Control 
Method, and Image Display Control Program. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be direct to Ryan Hsu whose telephone number is (571)-272-7148. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F 8 :30 AM - 5 :00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert P Olszewski can be reached at (571)-272-6788. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from th6 Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 1-866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



